Anything that interests them!

You can help them to:
- Write a letter

Make a sign for their bedroom door

Write notes to family members

Make a book about your family

Make a special card

Write about a family event

Make a shopping list

Make alphabet books or a wall frieze.

Let your child choose what he or she
writes about. They are learning to shape
their own thoughts into words.

Children often talk about things before
they write about them. Encourage your
child to talk about an idea or to draw a
picture first.
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Give them pens, pencils, crayons,
felt-tip pens, chalk, or time using a
computer.

Let them see you writing.

Label objects around the house.

Pin up a list of words that your child
IS using.

Talk with your child about their writ-
ing.

If you want to know more about help-
ing your child to write or about your
child’s progress ask their teacher. He
or she will be glad to help.
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A little time spent showing an interest in
your child’s writing will help them to
write successfully.

Encourage your child to tell you about
their writing

Listen while your child reads their
writing to you

Talk about the message in their writ-
ing

Display their work. Be proud of it.
Share it with others

Praise your child for:

Trying hard and wanting to write
Getting their message across
Knowing whether to find words
Rereading their work and making
their own improvements

Correctly spelling words that they
know and use often.

If your child has trouble spelling a word,
wait and let them think and talk about it
first. Then encourage your child to write
down the sounds they can hear in the
word. Help them if they're finding it hard.
If they still don’t know how to spell the
word, tell them.



