Talk with your child about things around
them, including family events, sports,
movies, books, favourite singers, TV pro-
grammes, or school. Talk about things
you have done or are doing together, for
example, when you’re cooking, buying
things in a shop, or washing the car.
Share jokes or funny experiences. Talk
about something your child has made,
has written, or is reading.

Talk with your child about your own family
traditions. Explain why things might be
done differently in other families. This
might include discussing an event they
will be part of or talking about house
rules, church, or family outings.

Accept your child’s contributions and
build on what they have to say. Remem-
ber that they're learning to shape their
own thoughts into words and you and
your family are the models.
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Show them that you want to hear what
they have to say and that you like talking
with them. Listen to your child when he
or she talks to you. Also:

Give your child time to answer your
questions

Encourage them to ask questions of
you or others

Encourage them to join in family dis-
cussions

Encourage them to listen to others
Show them how to ask for help at
home, at school, or in other places
Teach your child songs, chants,
karakia and poems and say them
together

Tell them stories, listening to stories
helps children learn about words
and ideas and the way stories are
made. Encourage them to contrib-
ute to the story you're telling or to
tell their own story to you or to oth-
ers.

If you want to know more about help-
ing your child improve their speaking
and listening skills or about your
child’s progress, ask their teacher. He
or she will be glad to help.
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A little time spent talking with your child When speaking to your child, use the lan-
and listening to what they have to say guage(s) your family speaks at home.
will increase their confidence and rela-

tionship skills. You’'ll also be helping

them with their reading and writing be-

cause speaking, listening, reading, and

writing are all connected. l’; “: DQI
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You can talk together at any time, for ex-

Talking with your child lets them hear and try out ample:

new words and ideas that they can use in their _

own talking, reading, and writing. It takes lots of At mealtimes

practice to learn to speak and listen well. At the supermarket or shops
In the car
At bedtime

Talking with your child also helps you to under-
stand them better. Try telling your child what
you're thinking and feeling and encourage them
to tell you what they think and feel. This helps
them to learn to express themselves.

Use every opportunity!

When your child wants to talk to you, try
to make time to listen to them. If you're
busy or if other children are trying to talk
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time when you can.



