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Ask your child to find matching socks from the 
laundry basket or to match a cup with its saucer.  
Do jigsaw puzzles together.  Play card games 
such as Snap. 
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Young children love to count.  Encourage your 
child to count.  Get them to count real things and 
to use counting to solve real problems.  Count 
forwards and backwards with them.  Here are 
some other things that you could do with your 
child. 
 
·  Play cards, board games, and dominoes.  

When your child is good at a board game, 
you can increase the number of dice or 
change the pattern of dots or numerals on 
the dice.  You could even make your own 
board game together. 

 
·  Use the calendar.  Ask “What date will it be 

after the 16th?”, “How many sleeps until your 
birthday?”, “What is the date three days be-
fore Grandma comes?”, and so on. 

 
·  Recognise numerals around them – on let-

ter boxes, road signs, price tags, and sizes 
on clothes and shoes. 

 
·  Write a numeral in the sand.  Encourage 

them to find the correct number of shells to 
put beside the numeral. 

 
·  Make groups, Ask them to get the right 

number of plates or glasses when setting 
the table or the right number of birthday 
candles to put on someone’s birthday cake. 

 
·  Share special food among friends or family 

members so that each person has a fair 
share. 
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Whenever you are with your child, you can help 
them notice pattern, shape, size, order, and num-
ber.  The maths your child learns at school will get 
more complex as they get older.  If your child is 
finding your activities too easy, make them slightly 
more challenging.  Encourage your child and re-
member that learning involves making mistakes. 
 
If your child isn’t sure of the answer to a question 
you’ve asked, wait a few second.  Give that young 
mind time to think.  Then encourage and help them 
to work it out.  If they still don’t know the answer, 
tell them. 
 
If you want to know more about helping your 
child with maths or about your child’s pro-
gress, ask their teacher.  He or she will be glad 
to help. 

Wakari School 
150 Helensburgh Road 
Wakari 
DUNEDIN  
 
Website: www.wakari.school.nz 
 
Phone: (03) 476 3140 Fax: (03) 476 3141  
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Ask your child to:  
  
·  Sort their toys into groups according to their size or 

colour when tidying up 
·  Sort knives, forks and spoons to set table or as they 

put them away 
·  Sort nails and screws into containers 
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Have your child and their friends stand back to back.  Ask 
them to decide who is the tallest.  Compare the shoes of 
your family.  Who has the biggest shoes and who has the 
smallest shoes?  Compare the number of buttons on your 
coats.  Who has the most, and who has the fewest?  Help 
your child to make and display a simple chart to show 
these comparisons. 

In their first year at Wakari School, 
your child is learning the basics of 
mathematics – counting, sorting, 
comparing, ordering, patterning, and 
matching.  Here are some ideas for 
easy, everyday activities that will 
help your child to enjoy and learn 
about maths at home. 
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Your child could order family members, toys or 
even the vegetables for tea from smallest to 
shortest, oldest to youngest, smallest to biggest, 
or lightest to heaviest. 
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Together, find and look at patterns, such as those 
on wallpaper or curtains.  Your child could copy a 
pattern, repeat and extend a pattern, and make 
their own from anything that’s handy, such as 
leaves, flowers, pens, or shells.  They could also 
make patterns by playing musical instruments or 
by clapping, dancing, or skipping. 
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